
Holt Farm Junior School Curriculum Progression – Music
‘Knowing more, doing more, remembering more’

Year Autumn Spring Summer

3 Singing- To sing, To describe, To transcribe,
Three Little Birds (Charanga)
Christmas Production Songs

Glockenspiels-To play instruments, to compose
Glockenspiel Stage 1 (Charanga)

Percussion- To Play Instruments, to Describe Music,
to Compose, to Transcribe
Rhythm grid-Rivers
Enjoying improvisation (Charanga)

4 Singing- To sing, To describe, To transcribe,
Mamma Mia (Charanga)
Christmas Production Songs

Percussion- To Play Instruments, to Describe Music, to
Compose, to Transcribe
Rhythm grid/graphic notation
Markets
Combining elements to make music (charanga)

Glockenspiels-To play instruments, to compose
Glockenspiel Stage 2 (Charanga)

5 Glockenspiels-Glockenspiels-To play instruments, to
compose, to sing
Classroom Jazz 1

Percussion- To Play Instruments, to Describe Music, to
Compose, to Transcribe
Rhythm grid/graphic notation/staff notation notes and rests.
Africa
Exploring Key and Time Signatures (Charanga)

Singing- To sing, To describe, To transcribe,
Living on a Prayer (Charanga)

6 Percussion- To Play Instruments, to Describe Music,
to Compose, to Transcribe
Rhythm grid/graphic notation/staff notation
Rainforest
Respecting each other through composition

Singing- To sing, To describe, To transcribe,
You’ve got a friend

Glockenspiels-To play instruments, to compose, to
sing, to transcribe
Classroom Jazz 1 (Charanga)
Make you feel my love

Singing will be part of all units



Holt Farm Junior School Curriculum Progression – Music
‘Knowing more, doing more, remembering more’

Lesson structure
recommendations

Singing- To sing, To describe, To transcribe, To
compose

Warm-up game recapping previous learning.
-Introduce new/vocab learning.
-Practical-reflect cycle
-Recap new learning

Percussion-
Warm-up game recapping previous learning.
-Introduce new/vocab learning.
-Singing
-Practical-reflect cycle
-Recap new learning

Glockenspiels-
Warm-up game recapping previous learning.
-Singing
-Introduce new/vocab learning.
-Practical-reflect cycle
-Recap new learning

Assessment Teachers will upload a video of the final performance.
Knowledge of Vocab and Listening and Appraising will be tracked via Kahoot Quiz and Listening/Appraining Notes at the start and end of the Year.
Pupils will reflect using knowledge organisers adapted per unit.

Strands
I know how-

-to Sing -to Play Instruments -to Transcribe -to Compose -to Describe Music

Whole School Enrichment of Cultural capital via Music

Assembly Focus Autumn
History of music

Spring
Exploring different genres

Summer
Music from around the world

EMW music- History of music
Pre 20th century
Via decade.

EMWmusic- Exploring different genres.
Musical theatre
Rock
Pop
Soul
Jazz
Reggae

EMWmusic- Exploring different cultures
and World Music.

Summer

Prior learning from KS1

•To Sing • To Play Instruments • To Compose • To Describe Music • To Transcribe

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1J3e8t-DFbTYcVKqAzBGO9QLSAGB8thH89uKPmH5yrtQ/edit


Holt Farm Junior School Curriculum Progression – Music
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Year and
vocabulary

Stages/order
Singing- Appraisal, performance,
adaptation.

Learning intentions

3
Three Little Birds

1- listening and appraising, exploring and
understanding the lyrics. Begin to sing.
2 -Rhythm work and rhythm of the song
(Pulse, rhythm, match lyrics and rhythm)
3- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
(Create actions)
4- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
5- Performance- assessment
6- Singing in unison, singing in 2 simple
parts.
7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using
staff notation- at least semi quaver,
crochet, minim
8-Adapted performance

To Describe Music
*Discussing the stylistic features of different

genres, styles and traditions of music using
musical vocabulary (Indian, classical, Chinese,
Battle Songs, Ballads, Jazz).

Understanding that music from different parts of
the world has different features.

*Recognising and explaining the changes within a
piece of music using musical vocabulary. By
describing the timbre, dynamic, and textural
details of a piece of music, both verbally, and
through movement.

Beginning to show an awareness of metre.
Beginning to use musical vocabulary (related to the

inter-related dimensions of music) when
discussing improvements to their own and
others’ work

To Sing
Singing songs in a variety of musical styles with

accuracy and control, demonstrating developing
vocal technique.

Singing and playing in time with peers, with some
degree of accuracy and awareness of their part
in the group performance.

Performing from basic staff notation, incorporating
rhythm and pitch and being able to identify
these symbols using musical terminology.

To Transcribe
Adapt and rehearse as a group using staff notation-
at least semi quaver, crochet, minim
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4,
Mamma Mia

1- listening and appraising. Explore and
understand the lyrics. Begin to sing.
2 -Rhythm work and rhythm of the song
(Pulse, rhythm, match lyrics and rhythm)
3- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
(Create actions)
4- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
5- Performance- assessment
6-Singing in unison, singing in 2 simple
parts, responding to crescendo and
diminuendo.
7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using
year 3 notation and at least semibreve,
minim, crochet rests.
8-Adapted performance

•To Sing

Singing longer songs in a variety of musical styles
from memory, with accuracy, control, fluency and a
developing sense of expression including control of
subtle dynamic changes.
Singing and playing in time with peers with
accuracy and awareness of their part in the group
performance.
Playing melody parts on tuned instruments with
accuracy and control and developing instrumental
technique.
Playing syncopated rhythms with accuracy, control
and fluency.

• To Describe Music

Recognising the use and development of motifs in
music.
*Identifying gradual dynamic and tempo changes
within a piece of music. Recognising and discussing
the stylistic features of different genres, styles and
traditions of music using musical vocabulary
(Samba, Rock and Roll). Identifying common
features between different genres, styles and
traditions of music.
Recognising, naming and explaining the effect of
the interrelated dimensions of music.
Identifying scaled dynamics
(crescendo/decrescendo) within a piece of music.
Using musical vocabulary to discuss the purpose of
a piece of music.
Using musical vocabulary (related to the
inter-related dimensions of music) when discussing
improvements to their own and others’ work.

• To Transcribe
6-Singing in unison, singing in 2 simple parts,
responding to crescendo and diminuendo.
7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using year 3
notation and at least semibreve, minim, crochet
rests.
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5,
Living on a
Prayer

1- listening and appraising, exploring and
understanding the lyrics. Begin to sing.
2 -Rhythm work and rhythm of the song
(Pulse, rhythm, match lyrics and rhythm)
3- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
(Create actions)
4- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
5- Performance- assessment
6-Singing in unison, singing in 2 simple
parts.
7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using
notation from previous years at least
diminuendo, crescendo and show
understanding that note position affects
pitch.
8-Adapted performance

•To Sing

Singing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of
musical styles from memory, with accuracy,
fluency, control and expression.
*Working as a group to perform a piece of music,
adjusting dynamics and pitch according to a
graphic score, keeping in time with others and
communicating with the group.
Performing with accuracy and fluency from
graphic and simple staff notation.
Playing a simple chord progression with accuracy
and fluency.

To Describe Music

*Recognising and confidently discussing the
stylistic features of different genres, styles and
traditions of music using musical vocabulary.
(South African, West African, Musical, Theatre,
Blues, Dance Remix.).
*Representing the features of a piece of music
using graphic notation, and colours, justifying their
choices with reference to musical vocabulary.
*Comparing, discussing and evaluating music using
detailed musical vocabulary.
*Developing confidence in using detailed musical
vocabulary (related to the inter-related dimensions
of music) to discuss and evaluate their own and
others’ work

• To Transcribe

7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using notation
from previous years at least diminuendo,
crescendo and show understanding that note
position affects pitch.
8-Adapte
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6. 1- listening and appraising, exploring and
understanding the lyrics. Begin to sing.
2 -Rhythm work and rhythm of the song
(Pulse, rhythm, match lyrics and rhythm)
3- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
4- Learn and rehearse as a whole class
5- Performance- assessment
6-Singing in unison, singing in 2 simple
parts.
7- Adapt and rehearse as a group using
notation accurately writing a simple
melody in staff notation.
8-Adapted performance

Using notation to show adaptations,
perform from peer notations.

To Sing

Singing songs in two or more secure parts from
memory, with accuracy, fluency, control and
expression. *Working as a group to perform a
piece of music, adjusting the interrelated
dimensions of music as required, keeping in time
with others and communicating with the group.
Performing a solo or taking a leadership role within
a performance. Performing with accuracy and
fluency from graphic and staff notation and from
their own notation. Performing by following a
conductor’s cues and directions

To describe

Discussing musical eras in context, identifying how
they have influenced each other, and discussing
the impact of different composers on the
development of musical styles. Recognising and
confidently discussing the stylistic features of
music and relating it to other aspects of the Arts
(Pop art, Film music). *Representing changes in
pitch, dynamics and texture using graphic notation,
justifying their choices with reference to musical
vocabulary. Identifying the way that features of a
song can complement one another to create a
coherent overall effect. *Use musical vocabulary
correctly when describing and evaluating the
features of a piece of music. Evaluating how the
venue, occasion
and purpose affects the way a piece of music
sounds. *Confidently using detailed musical
vocabulary (related to the inter-related dimensions
of music) to discuss and evaluate their own and
others’ work.

To transcribe
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Year and
vocabulary

Glockenspiels- Instrumental, Improvisation,
Composition.

3 NOTES CDEF
Stages 1-6 use Charanga

To play and improvise using tuned instruments.

7-Create a composition that responds to a piece of music
covered.
8-Perform and appraise

To play instruments
Tuned Instruments
To know and be able to talk about: The
instruments used in class (a glockenspiel,
To treat instruments carefully and with
respect.
Play any one, or all of four, differentiated parts
on a tuned instrument – a one-note, simple or
medium part or the melody of the song) from
memory or using notation.
To rehearse and perform their part within the
context of the Unit song.
To listen to and follow musical instructions
from a leader.
To know and be able to talk about
improvisation:

To compose
Composing a piece of music in a given
style with voices and instruments
(Battle Song, Indian Classical, Jazz,
Swing). Combining melodies and
rhythms to compose a multi-layered
composition in a given style
(pentatonic). *Using letter name and
rhythmic notation (graphic or staff),
and key musical vocabulary to label and
record their compositions. *Suggesting
and implementing improvements to
their own work, using musical
vocabulary.

4 Notes CDEF + G

Stages 1-6 use Charanga
7-Create a composition that responds to a piece of music
covered.
8-Perform and appraise

To play instruments
Tuned Instruments
To know and be able to talk about: The
instruments used in class (a glockenspiel,
To treat instruments carefully and with
respect.
Play any one, or all of four, differentiated parts
on a tuned instrument – a one-note, simple or
medium part or the melody of the song) from
memory or using notation.
To rehearse and perform their part within the
context of the Unit song.
To listen to and follow musical instructions
from a leader.
To know and be able to talk about
improvisation:

To compose
Composing a coherent piece of music in
a given style with voices, bodies and
instruments. Beginning to improvise
musically within a given style.
Developing melodies using rhythmic
variation, transposition, inversion, and
looping. *Creating a piece of music with
at least four different layers and a clear
structure. *Using letter name, graphic
and rhythmic notation and key musical
vocabulary to label and record their
compositions. *Suggesting
improvements to others’ work, using
musical vocabulary
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5 Bossa Nova B, A + G Swing D, E, G, A + B

Stages 1-6 use charanga
7-Create a composition that responds to a piece of music
covered.
8-Perform and appraise

To play instruments

Play a musical instrument with the correct
technique within the context of the Unit song.
Select and learn an instrumental part that
matches their musical challenge, using one of
the differentiated parts – a one-note, simple
or medium part or the melody of the song
from memory or using notation.
To rehearse and perform their part within the
context of the Unit song. To listen to and
follow musical instructions from a leader. To
lead a rehearsal session.

To compose
Composing a detailed piece of music
from a given stimulus with voices,
bodies and instruments (Remix,
Colours, Stories, Drama). Improvising
coherently within a given style.
*Combining rhythmic patterns
(ostinato) into a multi-layered
composition using all the inter-related
dimensions of music to add musical
interest. Using staff notation to record
rhythms and melodies. *Selecting,
discussing and refining musical choices
both alone and with others, using
musical vocabulary with confidence.
Suggesting and demonstrating
improvements to own and others’
work.

6 B, C, D, E, F + G

NOTES CDEF
Stages 1-6 use charanga
7-Create a composition that responds to a piece of music
covered.
8-Perform and appraise

To play instruments
Play a musical instrument with the correct
technique within the context of the Unit song.
Select and learn an instrumental part that
matches their musical challenge, using one of
the differentiated parts – a one-note, simple
or medium part or the melody of the song
from memory or using notation. To rehearse
and perform their part within the context of
the Unit song. To listen to and follow musical
instructions from a leader. To lead a rehearsal
session.

To compose
Improvising coherently and creatively
within a given style, incorporating given
features. Composing a multi-layered
piece of music from a given stimulus
with voices, bodies and Instruments.
Composing an original song,
incorporating lyric writing, melody
writing and the composition of
accompanying features, within a given
structure. *Developing melodies using
rhythmic variation, transposition and
changes in dynamics, pitch and texture.
Recording own composition using
appropriate forms of notation and/or
technology and incorporating.
*Constructively critique their own and
others’ work, using musical vocabulary.
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Year
and

vocabu
lary

Percussion
Percussion- Dynamics, improvisation ,
composition

[Suggested order]
[Reflecting the River]

To play and To describe To composing To Transcribe

3 To create and perform a piece of
music inspired by the journey of the
river

1. I know how to describe the
changes in dynamics and
understand how timbre
affects the mood of a piece of
music. (Listening)

2. I know how rhythm affects
music and can perform an
ostinato (repeating pattern)

3. I know how to use rhythmic
notation to record a simple
composition.

4. I know how to improvise and
perform a piece of music
based around an ostinato

5. I know how to combine
rhythms to create a multi
-layered composition.

6. I know how to adapt my
composition and can suggest
changes.

Pulse
Clap/Tap/Move to the pulse of a
simple piece of music - 4/4 time
Rhythm
Know the difference between
pulse and rhythm and clap a
rhythm copying back linking to
syllables
Start to understand simple
rhythmic notation
Pitch
Compare high and low pitch in
music. Read and write simple
graphic notations rising and
falling pitch.Add pitch names to
rhythmic notation to make
melodies.
Group of pitches in a song is
called a key a key decides
whether a song is happy or sad
Dynamics
Describe changes in dynamics

Composing a piece of music in a given
style with voices and instruments.
Combining melodies and rhythms to
compose a multi-layered composition
in a given style. *Using letter name and
rhythmic notation (graphic or staff),
and key musical vocabulary to label and
record their compositions. *Suggesting
and implementing improvements to
their own work, using musical
vocabulary.

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/fre
estyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387
-rhythm-grids

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387-rhythm-grids
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387-rhythm-grids
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387-rhythm-grids
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4 To create and perform a piece of
music inspired by a ‘Persian Market’
(Islamic Civilisation)

1. I know how to describe the
changes in dynamics and
understand how timbre
affects the mood of a piece of
music. (Listening)

2. I know what a musical motif
is and how it can be used to
represent different
scenes/events

3. I know how to compose and
notate a motif to represent a
particular part of the market

4. I know how to combine
musical motives to form a
composition.

5. I know how to perform a
multilayered composition
with a clear structure.

6. I know how to adapt my
composition and can suggest
changes

Year 4
Pulse
Identify the pulse in a range of
music
Rhythm
Clap a rhythm to notation:
crotchet, minim, double quavers
Pitch
Know that the bass line is the
lowest notes. Walking base
pitch goes up and down and is
common in rock and roll music
Dynamics
Use the musical vocabulary
forte/piano… identify and play
Tempo
Describe changes in tempo

To know that playing in time
means all performers playing
together at the same speed.

Composing
Composing a coherent piece of music
in a given style with voices, bodies and
instruments. Beginning to improvise
musically within a given style.
Developing melodies using rhythmic
variation, transposition, inversion, and
looping. *Creating a piece of music
with at least four different layers and a
clear structure. *Using letter name,
graphic and rhythmic notation and key
musical vocabulary to label and record
their compositions. *Suggesting
improvements to others’ work, using
musical vocabulary

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/se
arch?search%5Bterm%5D=graphic+not
ation

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/search?search%5Bterm%5D=graphic+notation
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/search?search%5Bterm%5D=graphic+notation
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/search?search%5Bterm%5D=graphic+notation
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5
To create a piece of music inspired by
African polyrhythms and call and
response

1. I know how to improvise over

a steady pulse

2. I know what a polyrhythm is

and how they were used in

African music

3. I know what call and response

is and how it was used in

African music

4. I know how rhythm, dynamics

and tempo combine in a piece

of music to create a varied

texture

5. I know how to compose and

perform with polyrhythms

6. I know how to perform music

involving polyrhythms with

both percussion and voice.

7. I know how to reflect, review

and suggest changes to a

composition

[Explore Senwa Dedende as a round

with instruments/ Jambo Bwana - both

Traditional African songs]

Pulse
Partner:
Clap/Tap/Click a pulse whilst
speaking, playing, improvising
over the top
Rhythm
More complex rhythms:
single quavers

To know that combining
different instruments playing
different rhythms creates layers
of sound called ‘texture’.
Pitch
Minor key can be used to make
music sound sad and major to
make music sound bright and
happy
Dynamics
Use the musical vocabulary -
forte, piano, crescendo,
diminuendo - identify and play
Tempo
Introduce musical vocabulary
eg: lento and allegro

To understand that changing the
tempo can change the mood - a
slow temp can make the music
sound sad

Composing
Composing a detailed piece of music
from a given stimulus with voices,
bodies and instruments (Remix,
Colours, Stories, Drama). Improvising
coherently within a given style.
*Combining rhythmic patterns
(ostinato) into a multi-layered
composition using all the inter-related
dimensions of music to add musical
interest. Using staff notation to record
rhythms and melodies. *Selecting,
discussing and refining musical choices
both alone and with others, using
musical vocabulary with confidence.
Suggesting and demonstrating
improvements to own and others’
work.
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6 To compose a piece of music inspired
by the natural world (Rainforest)

Using a theme and variations - Theme
to represent the rainforest variation
for animals

Explore rhythms created in Steve Reich
Clapping Music

1. I know how rhythms can be
layered over pulse to create
texture.

2. I know how to compose a
musical piece based on
rhythmic elements (pairs - 8

Pulse
Clap/Tap/Click a pulse whilst
speaking, playing, improvising
over the top
Rhythm
Pitch
Know that melody can be
adapted by changing its pitch.

Know that the solfa symbols
(Do, Rey, Me, Fa, So, La, Ti, Do)
represent the pitches in an
octave.

'major' key signatures use note
pitches that sound cheerful and

Composing
Improvising coherently and creatively
within a given style, incorporating given
features. Composing a multi-layered
piece of music from a given stimulus
with voices, bodies and Instruments.
Composing an original song,
incorporating lyric writing, melody
writing and the composition of
accompanying features, within a given
structure. *Developing melodies using
rhythmic variation, transposition and
changes in dynamics, pitch and texture.
Recording own composition using
appropriate forms of notation and/or
technology and incorporating.
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bars over a steady pulse)
3. I know that changes in pitch

(explore an octave/ major
minor keys) and dynamics can
suggest a change in mood

4. I know how tempo can affect
a composition/piece of music
(relation to an animal - eg:
Carnival of the Animals/Peter
and the Wolf)

5-6. I know how to improvise to
compose a multi-layered piece to
represent the rainforest (using the
dimensions)
7. I know how to perform and suggest
changes to other’s compositions.
8. I know and understand the
importance of listening to others
feedback to make changes.

upbeat. To understand that
'minor' key signatures use note
pitches that can suggest sadness
and tension.

Dynamics
Understand and identify pp, p,
mp, mf, f, ff, cresc. and dim.

To know that a melody can be
adapted by changing dynamics
Tempo
Develop musical vocabulary eg:
andante and presto

*Constructively critique their own and
others’ work, using musical vocabulary.

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1342223-musical-toolkit

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387-rhythm-grids

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/c/1310842-music-explorer/1310693-music-explorer-for-glockenspiel

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/c/1312387-freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1359665-music-notepad/lessons/560734-mu
sic-notepad

Progression of Dimensions of Music in KS2

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1342223-musical-toolkit
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1314387-rhythm-grids
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/c/1310842-music-explorer/1310693-music-explorer-for-glockenspiel
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/c/1312387-freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1359665-music-notepad/lessons/560734-music-notepad
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/c/1312387-freestyle/1342221-creative-apps/1359665-music-notepad/lessons/560734-music-notepad
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Pulse Clap/Tap/Move to the pulse of a simple
piece of music - 4/4 time

Identify the pulse in a range of
music

Partner:
Clap/Tap/Click a pulse whilst
speaking, playing,improvising
over the top

Clap/Tap/Click a pulse whilst
speaking, playing, improvising
over the top

Rhythm Know the difference between pulse and
rhythm and clap a rhythm copying back
linking to syllables

Start to understand simple rhythmic
notation

Clap a rhythm to notation:
crotchet, minim, double quavers

More complex rhythms:
single quavers

To know that combining different
instruments playing different
rhythms creates layers of sound
called ‘texture’.

To know that combining different
instruments playing different
rhythms creates layers of sound
called ‘texture’.

Pitch Compare high and low pitch in music.
Read and write simple graphic
notations rising and falling pitch.Add
pitch names to rhythmic notation to
make melodies.
Group of pitches in a song is called a
key a key decides whether a song is
happy or sad

Know that the bass line is the
lowest notes. Walking base pitch
goes up and down and is common
in rock and roll music

Minor key can be used to make
music sound sad and major to
make music sound bright and
happy

Know that melody can be
adapted by changing its pitch.

Know that the solfa symbols (Do,
Rey, Me, Fa, So, La, Ti, Do)
represent the pitches in an
octave.

'major' key signatures use note
pitches that sound cheerful and
upbeat. To understand that
'minor' key signatures use note
pitches that can suggest sadness
and tension.

Dynamics Describe changes in dynamics Use the musical vocabulary
forte/piano… identify and play

Use the musical vocabulary -
forte, piano, crescendo,
diminuendo - identify and play

Understand and identify pp, p,
mp, mf, f, ff, cresc. and dim.
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To know that a melody can be
adapted by changing dynamics

Tempo Compare music using the terms faster
and slower

Describe changes in tempo

To know that playing in time
means all performers playing
together at the same speed.

Introduce musical vocabulary eg:
lento and allegro

To understand that changing the
tempo can change the mood - a
slow temp can make the music
sound sad

Develop musical vocabulary eg:
andante and presto

Timbre To understand that the timbre of
instruments played affect the mood and
style of a piece of music.

To understand that both
instruments and voices can create
audio effects that describe
something you can see.

To know that grouping
instruments according to their
timbre can create contrasting
‘textures’ in music.

To understand that human voices
have their own individual timbre,
and that this can be adapted by
using the voice in different ways.

To know that timbre can also be
thought of as 'tone colour' and
can be described in many ways eg
warm or cold, rich or bright.

Structure To know that in a ballad, a 'stanza'
means a verse.

To know that music from different
places often has different structural
features, eg traditional Chinese music is
based on the five-note pentatonic scale.

To know that deciding the
structure of music when
composing can help us create
interesting music with contrasting
sections.

To understand that musical motifs
(repeating patterns) are used as a
building block in many well-known
pieces of music To know that a
loop is a repeated rhythm or
melody, and is another word for
ostinato.

An ostinato is a musical pattern
that is repeated over and over; a

To know that a loop is a repeated
rhythm or melody, and is another
word for ostinato.

To know that 12-bar Blues is a
sequence of 12 bars of music,
made up of three different
chords.

To know that a ‘theme’ in music is
the main melody and that
‘variations’ are when this melody
has been changed in some way.

To know that a chord progression
is a sequence of chords that
repeats throughout a song.
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vocal ostinato is a pattern created
with your voice.

Texture To know that many types of music from
around the world consist of more than
one layer of sound; for example a ‘tala’
and ‘rag’ in traditional Indian music.

To understand that harmony
means playing two notes at the
same time, which usually sound
good together.

To know that combining different
instruments and different rhythms
when we compose can create
layers of sound we call 'texture'.

To know that poly-rhythms
means many rhythms played at
once.
To understand that a chord is the
layering of several pitches played
at the same time.

To know that a counter-melody is
different to harmony because it
uses a different rhythm as well as
complementary notes.

To understand that texture can be
created by adding or removing
instruments in a piece and can
create the effect of dynamic
change.

Notation To understand that 'reading' music
means using how the written note
symbols look and their position to know
what notes to play.

To know that ‘performance
directions’ are words added to
music notation to tell the
performers how to play.

● p = piano = soft
● pp = pianissimo =

very soft
● mp = mezzopiano =

medium soft
● f = forte = loud

(literally “strong”)
● ff = fortissimo = very

loud
● mf = mezzo forte =

medium loud
● cresc = crescendo =

getting louder
(literally”growing”)

● dim = diminuendo =
getting softer
(literally”diminishing”)

● sfz = sforzato =

To know that simple pictures can
be used to represent the
structure (organisation) of music.

To understand that in written
staff notation, notes can go on or
between lines, and that the lines
show the pitch of the note.

To know that 'graphic notation'
means writing music down using
your choice of pictures or
symbols but 'staff notation'
means music written more
formally on the special lines
called 'staves'

. To know that chord progressions
are represented in music by
Roman numerals.



Holt Farm Junior School Curriculum Progression – Music
‘Knowing more, doing more, remembering more’

forced, accented
● rfz = rinforzando =

literally “reinforcing”,
i.e. increased tone on
a note or a group of
notes

● smz = smorzando =
dying away


